
 

         Clan GLADSTONE 
 
ARMS A silver shield with a savage's head within a red orle fleury and  
 eight black martlets. 
CREST Not available 
MOTTO Fide et virtute (By fidelity and valour). 
 

 

    GLADSTONE, GLADSTON, GLEDSTONE. From Gledstanes, Lanarkshire, now the name of a farm in the Upper Ward of 
Clydesdale, about four miles north of Biggar. Herbert de Gledstan or Gledestane of the county of Lanark, who took the oath of 
fealty to Edward I in 1296 is the first of the name on record. His seal bears an eight leaved flower, and S' Herb' d' Gled8tan). 
William de Gledstanes witnessed a charter by Roger de Auldton, c. 1354, and Sir William of Gledstanes, probably the same 
person, was present at the battle of Poitiers in 1356. Andrew de Gledstan was a witness in Brechin in 1364, Andrew of Gledstanis 
was arrested in Norwich, England, in violation of the truce in 1396, Magister Amere Gledstanys witnessed an instrument of 
sasine of the lands of Memys and Nether-pollok in 1454, Thomas Gledstane was admitted burgess of Aberdeen in 1480, and in 
1488 there was a concord between Stene Lokart and John of Gledstanis. Sir John Gladstone, father of the late William Ewart 
Gladstone, on 10th February 1835 obtained the royal license to change his name from Gladstones to Gladstone. The meaning of 
the name (ME. glede stan), is "the stone or rock frequented by the glede" a species of hawk. In the Museum in Hawick is 
preserved an old Bible which was formerly the property of the Gledstaines of that Ilk. Gladistane 1487, Gladstams 1664; 
Gladsteanis 1597, Glaidstainis 1684, Glaidstanis 1603, Glaidstouns 1631, Glattstouns 1599, Gledstaines 1649, Gledstains 1649, 
Gled. stand 1504, Glestanis 1505. The name became Gladtsten in Sweden. 

 
Taken from “Surnames of Scotland ”, by Black, The New York Public Library. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This clan information sheet has been prepared by 
The Scottish Society of Louisville, Inc. 

PO Box 32248 
Louisville, KY 40232-2248 

Visit our website at www.scotsoflou.com 


