Clan HENDERSON

ARMS Parted per pale dancettée Or and Sable, on a chief Argent a crescent
Azure between two Ermine spots

CREST A cubit arm Proper the hand holding an estoile Or surmounted by a
crescent Azure

MOTTO Sola virtus nobilitat (Virtue alone ennobles)

SUPPORTERS Two mertrixes Ermine

STANDARD Azure, a St Andrew’s Cross Argent in the hoist and of two tracts Or
and Sable, upon which is depicted the Crest three times along with
the Motto ‘Sola virtus nobiliata’ in letters Argent upon two
transverse bands Azure

PINSEL Or, the Crest within a strap Gules buckled and furnished Or with
the Motto “Sola virtus nobilitat” in letters Or within a circlet Azure
bearing the name ‘Henderson of Fordell” in letters Or and in the fly
a stem of cotton grass Proper surmounted of an Escrol Sable earing

the Slogan ‘Fordell’ in letters Or
PLANT BADGE Stem of cotton grass (Eriophorum augustifolium)

There are three origins of this name from opposite ends of the kingdom. The Hendersons in the Borders seem

simply to be the ‘sons of Henry’, and the name is often found in the variant of Henryson. They were not a
significant power in the Borders, although they were still classed as a riding clan. William Henderson was
chamberlain of Lochmaben Castle around 1374. He received from the king of England a pension when he was
driven from his lands in the lordship of Lochmaben, and is believed to have died around 1395. From Dumfriesshire
the family spread across into Liddesdale, but they do not appear in the list of border clans named by Parliament in
1594 in its attempts to suppress the border reivers.

From the Dumfriesshire family descended James Henderson, who became Lord Advocate around 1494 and was
later appointed to the Bench. He acquired the lands of Fordell in Fife and there erected a fine fortified mansion.
Lowland chiefs, and it is from this family that the present chief descends. The castle is no longer in Henderson
hands, but it was restored this century by the former Solicitor General for Scotland, Sir Nicholas Fairbairn, QC.
After the Hendersons left Fordell Castle at the end of the nineteenth century, many fine family portraits found their
way into the collection of the National Portrait Gallery of Scotland.

Perhaps the most prominent of the Hendersons of Frodell was Alexander Henderson, who was born around 1583.
He was educated at the University of St Andrews where he became a Master of Arts and, sometime before 1611, a
Professor of Philosophy. He later became minister of the parish of Leuchars. He was violently opposed to Charles
I’s attempts to reform the Church of Scotland, and especially to the introduction of the new prayer book in 1637. He
traveled to Edinburgh to present a petition to the Privy Council, denouncing the new prayer book and stating that it
had not received the sanction of either the General Assembly of the Church or of Parliament. Henderson, along with
Johnston of Warriston, drafted the National Covenant which was first sworn and subscribed in Greyfriars
Churchyard in Edinburgh in February 1638. Thousands of persons of all classes clamored to subscribe. When the
General Assembly met in Glasgow in 1638 they unanimously elected Henderson as moderator. He was in the
forefront of church affairs and therefore of politics throughout the troubled reign of Charles I, and was also
responsible for drafting the Solemn League and Covenant in 1643. When the king surrendered himself to the
protection of the Scottish army in 1646, it was for Henderson that he sent to discuss a reconciliation with his
disafected subjects. Henderson met the king in an attempt to persuade him to accede to the Church’s demands. He
failed, and the attempt damaged his own health to such as extent that he died in August 1646. He is buried in
Greyfriars Churchyard, the scene of his greatest triumph and site of a monument to his memory.

Thomas Henderson of Dundee, who began his career as a lawyer, became one of Scotland’s greatest astronomers
in the nineteenth century, and was appointed the first Astronomer Royal for Scotland.
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The Hendersons in the north of the country lived in Glencoe, and took the English version of their name from the
Gaelic Maceanruig, claiming descent from a semi-legendary Pictish prince, Eanruig Mor MacRigh Neachtain, or
‘big Henry son of King Neachtain’. Neachtain is said to have reigned from 700 to 724 and to have built the Pictish
stronghold of Abernethy. It is not known when the sons of Henry first came to Glencoe, but it appears that their
individual identity was lost when the last of their chiefs, Dugall Maceanruig, produced an heiress who, according to
tradition, had a son, lan Faoch, by her lover, Angus Og of Islay. His son, called lain Abrach, took as his patronymic
Maclain, which was thereafter to designate the Macdonald chiefs of Glencoe. The Hendersons were not forgotten,
however, and they traditionally formed the chief’s bodyguard. When the house of Maclain of Glencoe was attacked
by government troops in 1692 in what was later to be termed the Massacre of Glencoe, the chief’s piper and
personal attendant, big Henderson of the chanters, a man almost 6 feet, 7 inches in height and of prodigious strength,
was among those killed.

In the far north the name Henderson arises again, but from a quite different source. Hendry, one of the younger
sons of a fifteenth-century chief of Clan Gunn, hereditary crowners, or coroners, of Caithness, formed his own
gilfine, or sept, which took his name. There is no obvious connection between the Caithness Hendersons or
Mackendricks with either the Glencoe or Borders families.

The present chief, who established his rights before the Lyon Court, is a physician and lives in Australia.

Taken from *“Scottish Clan & Family Encyclopedia”, by Collins, HarperCollins Publishers 1994
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