Clan HEPBURN

ARMS Quarterly, 1%, Gules, on a chevron Argent a rose between two lions
combatant of the First (Hepburn)

CREST A horse’s head couped Argent, bridled Gules

MOTTO Keep tryst

SUPPORTERS Two lions rampant guardant Gules

The Hepburn name is territorial, coming from the village of Hebburn n the parish of Chillingham in

Northumberland. During the late thirteenth or early fourteenth century, an Adam de Hibburne appears to have been
captured by the Scots on one of their many cross-border raids. On his way through East Lothian to Edinburgh, the
story goes that the saved the Earl of Dunbar from attack by an unbroken wild stallion. The earl, in gratitude, gifted
Adam the lands of North and South Hailes in East Lothian. Adam’s son, Patrick, married Eleanor de Brus, Countess
of Carrick, who was the niece of Robert the Bruce. She was Adam’s second wife and he, her fifth husband. Patrick
and his son, another Patrick were with James, Earl of Douglas, when he raided North Umbria in 1388. The Scots
captured the banner of Henry Percy (the renowned Hotspur), who vowed that the banner would never leave England.
At the ensuing Battle of Otterburn the Hepburns managed to save the Douglas standard, a feat which won them the
gratitude and protection of that powerful family. Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland, invaded Scotland in 1400
intent on burning Hailes by way of revenge, but he was driven off by Douglas. Sir Patrick Hepburn became the first
Lord Hailes in 1482. His grandson, also Patrick, was created Earl of Bothwell by James IV, who was his cousin. He
was also created High Admiral of Scotland, Keeper of the King’s Household, Sheriff Principal of Scotland, Keeper
of Edinburgh Castle and Lord of Orkney. He was trusted enough to stand proxy for the king at his marriage to
Margaret Tudor, daughter of Henry V11 of England. It was from this union that James VI was later to succeed to the
English throne. Patrick and His son, Adam, were among the many Scottish nobles who died alongside James IV at
Flodden in 1513. Adam’s son, Patrick, the third Earl, grew up with the leading Borders families and joined their
rebellion during the reign of James V, as a result of which he was forced into exile in England. On the death of the
king he returned home to attempt to woo Mary of guise, the king’s widow and mother of Mary, Queen of Scots.
Henry VII of England bribed Bothwell and a number of other Scottish nobles to ensure the marriage of the infant
Mary to his son Edward, Prince of Wales. A treaty was enacted but later annulled, due to Henry’s excessive
demands. Mary was instead married to the heir to the throne of France, but after her husband’s death returned to
Scotland in 1561. She married her weak-willed cousin, Henry Stewart, Lord Darnley. When Darnley, now King
Henry, was found strangled in the ruins of his spouse at Kirk o’ Field, there was little public doubt that his death had
been contrived by James, fourth Earl of Bothwell, who had already tried to abduct the queen. Bothwell was charged
with the murder but was acquitted after filling Edinburgh with his men. He married the queen, a union later said to
have been forced upon her, and he was created Duke of Orkney and loaded with other high ranks and titles. Public
outrage and the jealousy of other powerful factions ensured that the marriage was not to last, and after various
adventures, Mary escaped to England where she was held captive for twenty years, ultimately being executed by her
cousin, Elizabeth. Bothwell escaped to Denmark where he was seized and held in the castle at Dragsholm, where he
died in pitiful circumstances, chained to a pillar after eleven years of captivity. All his honors were forfeited to the
Crown. His mummified body was on display until quite recently. A cousin of he earl, Sir John Hepburn, became a
marshal of France and later the first colonel of the Royal Scots Regiment. Sir George Buchan Hepburn became
representer of the family and was created a baronet in May 1815. His direct descendent, Sir Ninian, is the present
baronet.

Taken from *“Scottish Clan & Family Encyclopedia”, by Collins, HarperCollins Publishers 1994
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