Clan LENNOX

ARMS Argent, a saltire between four roses Gules
CREST Two broadswords in saltire behind a swan’s head and neck all Proper
MOTTO I’ll defend

SUPPORTERS Two naked savages wreathed about the heads with roses Gules and
about the loins with oak-leaves, holding in their exterior hands clubs
erected Gules

STANDARD Azure, a St Andrew’s Cross Argent in the hoist and of two tracts Argent
and Gules, upon which is depicted the Crest, upon a chapeau Azure
furred Ermine, in the first compartment, and a rose Gules in the second
compartment, along with the Motto ‘I’ll defend’ in letters Argent upon a
transverse band Azure

PINSEL Argent, upon a Wreath of the Liveries the Crest within a strap Gules
buckled and embellished Or, inscribed with the Motto ‘I’ll defend” in
letters Or, all within a circlet also Or fimbriated Vert bearing the name
‘Lennox of that 11k’ in letters Sable, the same ensigned of a chapeau
Azure furred Ermine, and in the fly an Escrol Azure surmounting a rose
slipped Gules, bearing this Slogan ‘The Lennox’ in letters Argent

PLANT BADGE A rose slipped Gules

The ancient earldom which bore this name consisted of the whole of Dunbartonshire, as well as large parts of

Renfrewshire, Stirlinghire and Perthshire. ‘Leven-ach’ signified in Gaelic a ‘smooth stream’. From the ancient
Celtic Mormears of Levenax sprang the Earls of Lennox who were to become joined to the royal house of Stewart.
The origins of the earldom, which was well established by the twelfth century, are disputed, but one theory asserts
that a Saxon baron by the name of Arkyll received lands in Dumbartonshire and Stirlingshire from Malcolm 11, and
by his marriage to a Scottish heiress had a son, Alwyn, first Earl of Lennox. However, it is claimed by other
historians that the earldom ws conferred by William the Lion upon his brother, David, Earl of Huntingdon, and that
the family of Lennox was not established until after William’s reign.

By the end of the thirteenth century the Earls of Lennox were among the most powerful nobles in the realm, and
Malcolm, the fifth Earl, was one of the nominees supporting the Bruce claim to the crown of Scotland. In 1296 he
led his Lennox men into England and besieged Carlisle. He swore fealty to Edward | of England and is listed in the
Ragman Roll of that year, but he was also at the forefront of the struggle for Scottish independence and was one of
the mainstays of Robert the Bruce. His son was present at the coronation of Robert Il at Scone in 1371, although he
died only two years later with no direct male issue. The earldom passed through his only daughter to Walter de
Frasselane, who assumed the title of Earl of Lennox. Margaret Lennox and her husband resigned the title to the
Crown, who regranted it to their son, Cuncan, whose elder daughter, Isabella, married Murdoch, Duke of Albany
and Regent of Scotland between 1419 and 1425. The connection with Regent Albany was to prove and unhappy
one. On the return of James I from his imprisonment in England, Lennox fell victim to the king’s hatred of all those
connected with Albany, whose father had murdered the king’s brother and who had presided over the decline of
Scotland into disorder. The earl was beheaded in May 1425, although then in his eightieth year. His son-in-law,
Albany, was executed, and his daughter, the widowed duchess, was imprisoned at Tantallon Castle in East Lothian
with her son, Walter de Levenax, who was later transferred to the Bass Rock, and then to Stirling, where he was
executed. The grieving widow and mother were eventually allowed to return to her island residence at Inchmurrin
on Loch Lomond. The succession to the title was thereafter disputed, and the lands themselves were divided. The
Duchess of Albany’s sisters, Margaret and Elizabeth, both left descendents who claimed the vast estates. From
Margaret Lennx descended the Menteiths of Rusky, and from Elizabeth, the Stewarts, later Lords Darnley.

John, Lord Darnley assumed the title of Earl of Lennox n 1488 and sat in the first Parliament of James IV. In
1503, Matthew, the second Stewart Earl of Lennox, obtained from James IV the hereditary sheriffdom of
Dunbartonshire, which was made an adjunct of the earldom. In 1513, Matthew, along with the earl of Argyll,
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commanded the right wing of the Scots army at Flodden, where he was slain. The younger son of the fourth Stewart
Earl was Henry, Lord Darnley, the unfortunate husband of Mary, Queen of Scots. Darnley, who became King
Henry upon his marriage, was later murdered, an act which was one of the factors leading to his widow’s being
deposed, and set in motion the events which led to her execution at Fotheringay Castle. The Earldom of Lennox
consequently passed to the younger James VI along with the other uncle, Charles, his father’s younger brother.
When he died without male issue the title was bestowed by the king on Esmé Stuart, the son of John, Lord de
Aubigny, a younger son of the third Stewart Earl of Lennox and Governor of Avigonon. He was called to Scotland
by James V1 in 1579, and in 1581 he was created Duke of Lennox and High Chamberlain of Scotland, His son, the
second Duke, was additionally created Duke of Richmond in 1623. The dukedoms and the estates once more died
out in a direct line and devolved on Charles 11 as the nearest male heir. He conferred the dukedom of Lennox and of
Richmond upon Charles Lennox, his illegitimate son by his liaison with Louise de Kerouaille. The present Duke of
Richmond, Gordon and Lennox, proprietor of the famous Goodwood Race Course, is Charles Lennox’s direct
descendent. In the nineteenth century the Lennoxes of Woodhead, late of Lennox Castle near Glasgow, claimed the
right to succeed to the title and honors of the ancient Earls of Lennox, and although their claim to the peerage was
never established, they were recognized as chief family of the name. The family sold Lennox Castle to the city of
Glasgow in 1927, and their chief seat became Downton Castle near Ludlow. The present chief is in the almost
unique position of having his grandmother, Madam Kincaid of Kincaid, as a fellow member of the Council of
Chiefs.
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