
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In early times this name was spelt ‘Locard’ or Lokart’.  Like so many Scottish families, the Locards came from 
England where they were among those dispossessed of their lands by William the Conqueror.  There were Lochards 
near Penrith in the twelfth century and later in Annandale, where the town of Lockerbie is said to be named after 
them.  The family finally settled in Ayrshire and Lanarkshire, where they have held lands for over seven hundred 
years. 

Clan LOCKHART 
 
ARMS Argent, a man’s heart Gules within a fetterlock Sable, on a Chief Azure  
 three boars’ heads erased of the First 
CREST On a chapeau Gules furred Ermine a boar’s head erased Argent, langued  
 Gules 
MOTTO Corda serrata pando (I open locked hearts) 
On Compartment Semper pugnare paratus pro patria (Always ready to fight for my country) 
SUPPORTERS Dexter, a Chevalier armed at all points Sable, garnished Argent his jupon  
 emblazoned of the Arms of Lockhart of the Lee, his visor up, holding a  
 spear of the First in his exterior had, with a sword Proper hilted and  
 pommelled Or by his side, and a gold chain about his neck, thereat  
 pendent a heart-shaped locket ensigned with an Imperial Crown Or, and on  
 his helm a plume of three feathers, Gules, Argent and Sable; sinister, a buck  
 Sable, armed with ten tynes Or,  
 and about his neck a collar Argent charged with a heart Gules between two  
 fetterlocks Sable 
STANDARD The Arms of Lockhart of the Lee in the hoist and of two tracts Argent and  
 Bules, upon which is depicted the Badge in the first and third compartments  
 and the Crest in the second compartment, along with the Motto ‘Corda  
 serrata pando’ in letters Argent upon two transverse bands Sable 

BADGE A heart Gules within a fetterlock Sable, in front of three feathers Gules,  
 Agent and Sable 

   The earliest paper in the family archives is a charter of 1323.  By this, Sir Symon Locard bound himself and his 
heirs to pay out of the lands of Lee and Cartland an annual rent of £10.  Stephen Locard, grandfather of Sir Symon, 
founded the village of Stevenston in Arshire, which would have been a hamlet or ferm-toun, housing farmers and 
workers on his estate.  His son, Symon, acquired lands in Lanarkshire and, like his father, called a village which he 
founded, Symons Toun (today Symington) after himself.  Symon, the second of Lee, won fame for himself and his 
family fighting alongside Robert the Bruce in the struggle to free Scotland from English domination, and was 
knighted for his loyal service.  Sir Symon was among the knights, led by Sir James Douglas, who took Bruce’s heart 
on Crusade in 1329 to atone for his murder of John Comyn in the Church of Greyfriars in 1306, and his consequent 
excommunication.  Douglas carried the king’s heart in a casket, of which sir Symon carried the key.  The crusade 
was ended prematurely when Douglas was killed fighting the Moors in Spain, but to commemorate the adventure 
and the honor done to the family, their name was changed from Locard to Lockheart, which afterwards became 
Kockhart.  The heart within a fetterlock was from then on included in the arms of the family, and the deed is also 
commemorated in the motto. 
   As well as a new name, the family gained a precious heirloom on the Crusade: the mysterious charm know as the 
Lee Penny.  Sir Walter Scott used the story of its accusation by the family as a basis for his novel, The Talisman.  Sir 
Symon captured a Moorish amir in battle in Spain, and received from the man’s mother as part of his ransom, an 
amulet or stone with healing powers.  The amir’s mother told Sir Symon that the stone was a remedy against 
bleeding, fever, the bites of mad dogs and the sicknesses of horses and cattle.  The amulet was later set in a silver 
coin is kept in a gold snuffbox which ws a gift from Maria Theresa, Empress of Austria, to her general, Count James 
Lockhart, Such was the belief in the amulet’s powers that a descendent of Sir Symon, Sir James Lockart of Lee, was 
charged with sorcery, an offence which could carry the death penalty.  After examining the accused the Synod of the 
Church of Scotland dismissed the case, because ‘the custom is only to a cast a stone in some water and give deseasit 
cattle thereof to drink and the same is done without using any words such as charmers use in their unlawful practices 
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and considering that in nature there are many things seem to work strange effects whereof no human wit can give 
reason it having plesat God to give the stones and herbs a especial virtue for healing of many in man and bease’. 
Alan Lockhart of Lee was killed at the Battle of Pinkie in 1547.  Sir James Lockhart of Lee, born in 1596, was 
appointed a gentleman of the Privy Chamber by Charles I and was knighted.  In 1646 he ws appointed to the 
Supreme Court Bench, taking the title of ‘Lord Lee’.  A zealous royalist, he was captured at Alyth in 1651 and 
conveyed to the Tower of London.  His son, Sir William, was a distinguished soldier who fought on the royalist side 
at the Battle of Worcester in 1651.  He later became reconciled to Cromwell’s Commonwealth and married the Lord 
Protector’s niece.  Consequently, he was not in favor with the restored Stuart monarchs after 1660 and made his 
home in France.  He then campaigned on the Continent, where he achieved such prominence that Cardinal Mazarin, 
successor to Cardinal Richelieu, offered to make him a marshal of France.  He died in the Netherlands in 1675.  
James Lockhart, who inherited the estates in 1777, also saw service on the Continent where he rose to be a count of 
the Holy Roman Empire, a Knight of the Order of Maria Theresa and a general of that empress’s imperial forces.  
The title of count became extinct when James’s only son, Charles, died without issue. 
   Lee Castle and estates have been out of family hands for some time but the present chief, Angus Lockhart of the 
Lee, still manages substantial lands around Carnwarth. 
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