
Clan MACGILLVARY 
 
ARMS Or, a galley  sailing sinister-wise Azure, its oars in saltire and flagged  
 Gules 
CREST A cat-a-mountain as afore blazoned for the first quarter of the field 
MOTTO Touch not this cat 
SUPPORTERS Two young plants of boxwood 
BADGE A demi cat-a-mountain passant guardant issuant from a chaplet quarterly  
 Vert and Or, grasping in his sinister paw a boxwood sapling 
GIDON The Arms in the hoist, of this livery Gules upon which is depicted the badge  
 along with the Slughorn ‘Dunmaghlas’ extended in the fly in letters Or. 

 
 
 
 

The Macgillivrays were an important clan in the western isles even before King Somerled, Lord of the Isles, drove 
the Norsemen out of the area in the middle of the twelfth century.  When Alexander II subdued Argyll in 1222, the 
Clann Mhic Gillebrath were dispersed.  Some of the clan remained in Mull and Morvern.  Tradition asserts that 
Gillivray, the progenitor of the clan, placed himself under the protection of the chiefs of the Clan Macintosh.  The 
clan thereafter belonged to the clan Chattan Confederation.  The Macgillivrays were first accurately recorded in 
Dunmaglas in 1549.  At the great gathering of the Clan Chattan in 1609, when all bound themselves in loyalty to the 
young Mackintosh chief and in mutual support, the ‘haill kin and race of Macgillivray’ was represented by Malcolm 
of Calcrombie and Duncan Macfarquhar of Dunmaglas.  This is a classic example of the use of patronymics and the 
territorial designations common in the Highlands before the use of what would now be popularly considered 
surnames became widespread in the eighteenth century.  The Macgillivrays were supporters of an episcopacy in the 
church, and this caused them to be persecuted by their Calvinist and Presbyterian neighbors.  In common with most 
of the confederated Clan Chattan families, the Macgillivrays were staunch Jacobites, and they fought in both the 
Fifteen and in the Forty-five.  In 1745 the chief of the Mackintoshes was an officer in a Hanoverian regiment.  His 
wife, a formidable lady with distinct Jacobite sympathies, summoned Alexander Macgillibray and placed him in 
command of the regiment raised by Clan Chattan.  Macgillivray was at the head of his men at Culloden where he 
fell along with many of his followers, and the graveyard at Dunlichity commemorates the many Macgillivray fallen.  
After Culloden, many emigrated across the Atlantic where their spirit of independence and fortitude made many 
successful, particularly as traders.  William Macgillivray became head of the Canadian Northwest Company and 
member of the Legislative Council of Lower Canada.  The estates in Dunmaglas were sold off in 1890 and the last 
Chief is believed to have died in Canada.  The Macgillivrays have become organized and active again in this 
century, and there are clan societies throughout the world. 
 
Taken from “Scottish Clan & Family Encyclopedia”, by Collins, HarperCollins Publishers 1994 
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Clan MAC GILLIVRAY Septs 
 
GALLERY, -IE  
GELVRA  
GILRAY  
GILROY  
GILVRAY  
MAC AROY  
MAC CULIVRAY  
MAC ELREE,-Y  
MAC ELROY  
MAC GALLERIE,-Y  
MAC GELVRA  

MAC GILERA  
MAC GILEVRAIE, -Y  
MAC GILIVRAY,-IE 
MAC GILLIVOUR   
MAC GILIVRAY  
MAC GILLREVIE, -Y  
MAC GILLVRAY  
MAC GILOVRAY  
MAC GILROY  
MAC GILVERY,-IE 
  

MAC GILIVREY 
MAC GILVRA(Y)  
MAC GILLAWAY  
MAC GILLERAGH  
MAC GILLIUARY  
MAC GILLIVERAY  
MAC GILVIE,-Y  
MAC GILVRA,-Y  
MAC ILLIVRA, -E  
MAC ILLIVRACH,-OCH  
MAC ILRAVIE,-Y  

MAC ILROY  
MAC ILRUTH  
MAC ILVERA  
MAC ILVORY  
MAC ILVRAE  
MAC LEROY  
MILROY  
ROY 
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