
 

                  Clan MACKINTOSH 
 
ARMS Quarterly, 1st, Or, a lion rampant Gules, armed and langued Azure; 2nd,  
 Argent , dexter hand couped fessways grasping a man’s heart paleways  
 Gules; 3rd, Azure, a boar’s head couped Or, armed Proper and langued  
 Gules; 4th, Or, a lymphad sails furled Azure, flagged and surmounted of her  
 oars in saltire Gules 
CREST a cat-a-mountain salient guardant Proper 
MOTTO Loch Moigh 
On Compartment Touch not the cat bot a glove 
SUPPORTERS (on a compartment embellished with red whortleberry fructed Proper Two  
 cats-a-mountain guardant Proper 
STANDARD The Arms in the hoist and of two tracts Or and Gules, upon which is  
 depicted the Crest I the first compartment, and a sprig of red whortleberry  
 in the second and third compartments, along with the Slughorn ‘Loch  
 Moigh’ in letters Or upon two transverse bands Azure  
PLANT BADGE Red whortleberry fructed Proper  

 
 
 

T he word ‘toisech’, meaning ‘leader’ can also be translated as ‘chief’ or ‘captain’.  According to the Mackintosh 
senachies, the first chief was Shaw, second son of Duncan Macduff, Earl of fife of the royal house of Dalriada.  
Shaw Macduff accompanied Malcolm IV n an expedition in 1160 to suppress rebellion in Morayshire.  He was 
made constable of Inverness Castle around 1163, and granted land in the Findhorn valley.  The lands of Petty were 
to become the heartland of the clan and the burial place of the chiefs.  His son, Shaw, the second chief, succeeded 
him in 1179, and was confirmed in his patrimony by William the Lion.  Ferquhar, the fifth chief, led his clan against 
the army of King Haakon of Norway at the Battle of Largs in 1263.  He was killed in a duel in 1265, leaving his 
infant son, Angus, as heir.  Angus was brought up at the court of his uncle, Alexander of Islay, the Lord of the Isles.  
A splendid match was arranged for him in 1291, when he married Eva, the only daughter of Dougal Dal, chief of 
Clan Chattan in Lochaber.  Eva brought with her the lands of Glenloy and Loch Arkaig.  Angus and Eva lived on 
Clan Chattan lands at Torcastle, later withdrawing from Lochaber taking up residence at Rothiemurchus.  Thereafter 
the Clan Chattan, which developed into a confederation of what were later to become independent clans, was led by 
the Mackintosh chiefs, although their right to do so was unsuccessfully challenged by the Macphersons over the 
centuries.  Mackintosh and Clan Chattan history is thus inextricably entwined. 
   The sixth chief supported Robert the Bruce during the War of Independence.  Ferquhar, the ninth chief, was 
induced to surrender the chiefship, in his own right and for those of his successors, in favor of Malcolm, the son by a 
second marriage of William, the seventh chief.  He was a strong leader who greatly extended the influence of the 
clan.  His lands stretched from Petty far into Lochaber.  His continuing feud with the Comyns had its origin a 
century before when they had warred against Robert the Bruce.  In 1424, the Comyns forcibly took possession of the 
Mackintosh lands at Meikle Geddes and Rait.  Malcolm Mackintosh retaliated by surprising some leading Comyns 
at Nairn and putting them into the word.  The Comyns then invaded the Mackintosh homeland of Moy and tried, 
unsuccessfully, to drown the Mackintoshes in their fastness on the island of Moy. 
   The feud was to have been ended at a feast of reconciliation in the Comyn’s castle at Rait.  However, a Comyn lad 
was in love with a Mackintosh and disclosed to her that the bringing in of a black bull’s head to the feast was to be a 
signal for the hosts to massacre their guests.  On the appearance of the bull’s head, it was the Comyns who were 
surprised by the ferocity of their forewarned guests’ assault, and as a result it was they who were slaughtered.  The 
Mackintoshes were now well established at Moy and dominated the southeastern approaches to Inverness. 
   The Mackintoshes fought for Montrose throughout his campaigns in support of Charles I.  They remained loyal to 
the Stuarts in 1715, and Lachlan Mackintosh led eight hundred clansmen to swell the Jacobite ranks under the 
command of his cousin, Brigadier William Mackintosh of Borlum.  They were defeated at the Battle of Preston and 
many clansmen were transported to the Americas.  Angus, twenty-second chief of the Mackintoshes, was a captain 
in the Black Watch Regiment when Prince Charles Edward Stuart landed in Scotland in 1745.  In the absence of her 
husband, the chief’s wife, Lady Anne, daughter of Farquharson of Invercauld, raised men for the prince.  Command 
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was given to MacGillivray of Dunmaglas.  They contributed to the prince’s victory at Falkirk, following which he 
arrived at Moy on 16 February 1746 to be received by Lady Mackintosh.  The prince’s bed is still in the modern 
Moy Hall.  An attempt was made by a force of fifteen hundred Government troops to capture the prince at Moy, but 
they were deceived by five of Lady Anne’s retainers into believing that they had blundered into the midst of the 
entire Jacobite army, and they fled.  The incident was known thereafter as ‘the Rout of Moy’, and the chief’s wife 
nicknamed ‘Colonel Anne’.  The Mackintoshes and their Clan Chattan allies suffered heavy losses at Culloden. 
   On the death of the twenty-eighth chief in 1938, the title passed to his cousin, Vice Admiral Lachlan Mackintosh 
of Mackintosh.  In a complicated decision by the Lyon Court in 1942, the leadership of Clan Chattan passed to 
Mackintosh of Torcastle.  The Admiral died in 1957 with the new and more convenient Moy Hall replacing the vast 
Victorian baronial mansion, still uncompleted.  He was succeeded as Mackintosh chief by his son, Lachlan, who is 
Lord Lieutenant of Lochaber, Inverness, Badenoch and Strathspey. 
 
Taken from “Scottish Clan & Family Encyclopedia”, by Collins, HarperCollins Publishers 1994 
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Clan MAC KINTOSH Septs 
 
ADAMSON 
AYSON 
AYSTON 
BALL 
MAC KINTOSH  
CLARK (E) 
CLEARY,-IE  
CLERK(E) 
CLERK(E) 
COMBIE 
CREARER 
CRERAR 
DALLAS 
DOLE(S) 
DOLLASE 
EAS(S)ON 
EDGIE 
EGGIE 
ELDER 
ESSON 
GLEN(N) 
GLENNIE,-Y 
HARDIE,-Y 
HEGGIE 
HEGGY,-IE 
HIGGINSON 
HOSSACK,-ICK 
LARRIE,-Y 
 

LEARIE 
LARY 
LEARY 
MAC AGGIE 
MAC AGY 
MAC ALEARIE,-Y 
MAC ALEERIE,-Y 
MAC ANDREW 
MAC ANDRIE,-Y 
MAC ARDI(E) 
MAC ARDY 
MAC ARTNIE,-Y 
MAC AY 
MAC BALL 
MAC BAW(E) 
MAC CANDRIE,-Y 
MAC CANDY 
MAC CARD 
MAC CARDIE,-Y 
MAC CARDNEY 
MAC CARDNIE,-Y 
MAC CARTNAY 
MAC CARTNEY,-IE 
MAC CARTNIE,-Y 
MAC CHLEARIE,-Y 
MAC CHLERY 
MAC CLARIE,-Y 
MAC CLEAR 
 

MAC CLEARIE,-Y 
MAC CLEERIE,-Y 
MAC CLEIR 
MAC CLERY 
MAC COMAS 
MAC COMB(S) 
MAC COMBIE,-Y 
MAC COMBISH 
MAC COME 
MAC COMIE,-EY 
MAC COMISH 
MAC COOM(E)(S) 
MAC COOMB(E)(S) 
MAC COMBIE 
MAC CONCHY 
MAC FAIL 
MAC FALL 
MAC FAULD(S) 
MAC FAULT(S) 
MAC FEEL 
MAC FEELIE,-Y 
MAC GILLIGAN 
MAC GLASHAN,-EN 
MAC GLEN(N)(S) 
MAC GLINN(S) 
MAC GLYN(N)(S) 
MAC HANDRIE,-Y 
MAC HARDIE,-Y 
 

MAC HAY 
MAC HOMASH 
MAC HOME 
MAC INTOSH 
MAC KANDY 
MAC KEARD 
MAC KEGGIE,-Y 
MAC KEIGE 
MAC KELLICAN 
MAC KILL 
MAC KILLICAN 
MAC KILLIGAN 
MAC KRITCHIE,-Y 
MAC LARY 
MAC LASER 
MAC NEVEN(S) 
MAC NIVEN(S) 
MAC OMIE,-Y 
MAC OMISH 
MAC PALL 
MAC PAUL 
MAC PHAIL 
MAC PHAL(L) 
MAC PHAUL 
MAC POLL 
MAC QUILKIN 
MAC REWEN,-AN 
MAC RISNIE,-EY 
 



MAC RITCHIE,-EY 
MAC SORSBY,-IE 
MAC THOM(M) 
MAC THOMAS 
MAC TOM 
MAC VAIL(E) 
MAC VALE 
MACINTOSH 
MACKIESON 
MACKINTOSH 
NAIRN(E) 
 

NEVIN 
NEVINSON 
NEVISON 
NIVEN(S) 
NIVISON 
NOBEL 
NOBLE 
PAUL 
PRAULL 
POLL 
QUILCAN 
QUILICAN,-KAN 

QUILICHAN 
RICH 
RIPL(I)E,-Y 
RISH 
RITCH 
RITCHIE 
SEAWRIGHT 
SIEVEWRIGHT 
SIVERIGHT 
SIVEWRIGHT 
SHAW 
TAM(E)SON 

TAMMES 
TARRELL,-ILL 
TERRELL 
THOM(S) 
THOMAS 
TOMISON 
TOSH 
TOSHACH 
TOWSON 
TUMASON 
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