
             Clan MUIRHEAD 
 
ARMS Silver with a blue bend three gold acorns. 
CREST Not available 
MOTTO  Auxilio Dei (By the help of God) 
 

 
 

    MUIRHEAD, MOREHEAD. From one or other of the many localities of the name in the southern counties, 
perhaps from Muirhead in the barony of Bothwell. The lands and town of Mureheid in the diocese of Ross are men-
tioned in 1576, but the surname is not likely to have originated there. The first of the name in record is said to have 
been Sir William Muirhead of Lachope, end of fourteenth century. Probably the same person as William de 
Murehede who witnessed a charter of lands of Cranshaws in 1401. Andrew Morheid was assizer at Lanark in 1432, 
David de Murhed, cleric in diocese of Glasgow, is recorded in 1471, Ricardus Mwreheid, canon of Dunkeld, 1484 
may be Richard Murhede, dean of Glasgow in 1491, Wilyame of Murehede is recorded in 1484, and Thomas 
Murhede was parson of Lyne in 1504. Thomas Mureheid, quarryman at Drinkeld, 1507-15, appears in record as 
Moirhed, Moirheid, and Mored, David Muirheyd was assizer in Gowane (Govan) in 1527, and David Mourheid was 
merchant burgess of Dumfrles, 1668. In common speech pronounced Murheed. Mooreheid 1624, Morheid 1691, 
Mureheid 1620, Muirhed 1513, Murehed 1503, Muyrheid 1498, Mwirheid 1577, Mwreheid 1484, Mwrhed 1493, 
Mwrheid, Mwrhied, and Mwrheyd 1522. 
 
Taken from “Surnames of Scotland ”, by Black, The New York Public Library. 
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