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National Tartan Day Celebrated
with SSL Exhibits and Displays at Frazier History Museum
April 6, 2019

© Scottish Society of Louisville
Photo By Robbin Goodin
Photo by John W. Moffett
By John
W. Moffett
August 2010

Hundreds of people turned out, as well as many members of The Scottish Society of Louisville for a National Tartan
Day Celebration of Scottish Heritage at the Frazier History Museum on Saturday, April 6, 2019. Pictured above is Jack
Bowling and Bruce Wilson (President) displaying weapons—some used in the “reiving days” of Scotland. Other
exhibits featured Bourbon Whiskey and Scotch Whisky, Tartan and display of the Kentucky Tartan, books to look up
lines, and maps to find where your clan resided. The Louisville Pipe Band was there to bring an element of sound. It
was a great day for Louisville and an even better day for the opportunity to let our Scottish Heritage Shine.
[See more Photos on Page 10 and 11]
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Note from the Editor: Publication deadlines: Pleas submit all information
to me by the 25th of each month for the next monthly issue.
If there are problems or questions call me at 859-221-9037 or
eMail at John Moffett

We Are The Scottish Society of Louisville…
Established in 1993 as a nonprofit organization to enrich the cultural lives of members in the Kentuckiana area.
The Society offers exposure to Scottish heritage and preserves, enhances and fosters pride in our Scottish Ancestry.
The Society sponsors local and regional activities and is a nonsectarian organization with no religious affiliation.
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General Membership Meeting
Minutes
April 23, 2019
The meeting started at 7:10 pm with 47 attendees.
President Forbes asked if there were any visitors this
evening. There were 3 visitors, Dottie Coleman, Nancy
Dotson and James Eiler. They were given a welcome by
Mr. Forbes and a round of applause from the audience.
Mr. Hughes then introduced new member applicants
who were present, they were: Alice Bratcher, Jim and
Debby Pope. A sincere welcome was extended by all.

Mr. Forbes then asked for approval of the March 2019
General Membership Meeting minutes. A motion was
made by John Moffett and a second was obtained from
Janice Beatty. There being no discussion, a vote to
approve the minutes was solicited and obtained.

© Scottish Society of Louisville
Photo By Robbin Goodin

Greetings from Bruce Wilson
President
First off, I want to thank past President Jeff Forbes
for the great job he did the past two years. I know
it was sometimes difficult, but he did a wonderful
job. I hope I can do as well in the next two years.
Also, thank you to all of the members of the Council
for their hard work and dedication. All the newly
elected officers will strive to do their level best.
We had a large turnout this month, and I can’t wait
to see all your smiling faces next month. You are all
appreciated.

Mr. Forbes then reviewed the proposed changes to the
Manual of Operations (MOO) that were presented at
the last meeting. Essentially these changes entail the
development of two new positions entitled
Communications Commissioner and Electronic/Web Site
Commissioner. The verbiage had been distributed to the
entire membership prior to the last meeting. Mr. Forbes
asked for any comments or question on the changes.
There were none. Mr. Forbes then entertained a motion
to accept the changes. A motion was made and
seconded. There being no discussion a vote to approve
the changes was requested and obtained.
April’s member birthdays were listed on the screen and
read off followed by the singing of Happy Birthday.
Jane Seelig was introduced and she wanted to mention
that the DNA Seminar hosted by a famous criminologist
and scheduled for October was filling up. Of the 300
spaces available 240 have been reserved. See her for
information and sign up. She also mentioned that there
is a phishing letter going around that appears to be from
Chase bank stating that one’s account may be in arrears
and to provide confidential information, also people are
getting emails from Mr. Forbes asking for assistance…
again another phishing issue. Mr. Forbes noted that
unless it has his personal email on it that it is likely
bogus.
Janice Beatty gave the Heritage Fund Report advising
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

that requests had been received by several individuals There was a brief pause at this point while the newly
and checks had been issued.
elected SSL Officers and Heritage Committee Members
(New President - Bruce Wilson, New Vice President - Jim
John Dickson then gave the financial report and Hughes, New Secretary - Linda Wilson, New Treasurer provided the balances that are in the General Fund and Cheri Eskridge and New Heritage Committee Members Heritage Fund. In regard to the latter, that figure did not Laura Doll, Archie Cunningham and Jane Seelig,
include the recent checks issued for the recipients noted assembled in the hall to be led in by piper Anne Marie
in Janice’s prior report.
deZeeuw and drummer, Laura Doll for the “swearing in”
and Oath of Office Ceremony.
Mr. Hughes asked Annie Rivers to give the membership
report. Currently, we have 145 members in the SSL. Subsequently, the pipes were heard and the group was
Subsequently, she mentioned 3 new members who had led in and lined up at the front of the room. President
recently submitted their application via the mail. They Forbes read the preamble to the oath noting the
were: Cathy Carroll, Shelby Gray, and Cathy Gray- importance of the roles each play in the organization.
Connors. Annie asked for a motion to approve these He then asked them to raise their right hands and repeat
new members along with the 3 members noted above. the Oath of Office as recanted by Mr. Forbes. At the end
A motion was received and seconded. There being no of the oath, he asked them to accept these
discussion a vote to approve the proposed new responsibilities by saying “I will.” All responded
members was requested and obtained. These members accordingly. Mr. Forbes then congratulated each new
will now be forwarded to the Board for final approval.
Officer and Heritage Fund member. He then presented
Robbin Goodin gave the Celtic report. She mentioned
that our experience at the Frazier Museum was a great
success! Further that they want us back next year and
we may incorporate a Scotch tasting. She noted that
the Glasgow Games are coming up the end of May and
beginning of June. We have a place at a B&B known as
the Barren Breeze and will be having a cookout
Saturday night. She extended an invitation to bring
some food and come join us at the B&B.

his successor Bruce Wilson with his tartan flag complete
with braid, along with the SSL Gavel, Presidents Book,
and Keys to Strathmore. In turn, Mr. Wilson gave Jeff
the traditional Past President’s jacket. There was
applause followed by an intermission.

The entertainment for the evening was a presentation
on heraldry given by Robbin Goodin. Robbin had visited
Scotland last year and attended a day-long course on
heraldry. There is a method to the madness of heraldry
and Robbin did an outstanding job putting this madness
Robbin also gave the Education Report and noted that
into a format and organization we could understand. In
all of the monthly presentation slots for the year have
the end heraldry, be it crest, shield, or coat of arms,
been filled. Coming up next month is Scottish Trivia and
must follow a defined code that enables one to identify
the following month will be a hike through the Isle of
certain groups. This code, which describes specific
Sky presented by Robert Forbes…Jeff’s brother.
heraldry, must be applied for through a prescribed
Mr. Forbes provided a brief update on the Web Site approach and ultimately must be approved by the Lord
noting that Damien Burns had published an email Lyon, who is the last and final word in this regard. Any
advising that he had made some modifications to attempt to circumvent the process can result in a
GoDaddy (our Host) that would save us some money criminal offense and punishment including jail time.
and that he was planning on seeking a new host and Who’d a thunk!? As we dove deeper into the process and
then would delve into redesigning our web site. He also code we realized we were going to need more time.
introduced Damien who was present. Damien Robbin is going to come back at a later date and give us
mentioned that he’d been very busy lately but would be our next lesson. Bravo Robbin!
getting more active in this regard.
The meeting was dismissed by President Bruce Wilson at
Pat Schweitzer gave the McFritz update noting that 8:55 pm.
their next event is the Glasgow games and their tent will
Respectfully submitted in Secretary’s absence,
be open to all. If you don’t have a McFritz pin you will
George E. (Jeff) Forbes
need to purchase one for $2 to partake in the
Past President 2017-2019
refreshments. She looks forward to seeing everyone
there.
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Happy Spring to
all!
We have had a busy month and we like it like that! We
started off the month in collaboration with the Frazier
History Museum. The SSL was the main event there on
Saturday, April 6th, National Tartan Day. And what a
day it was. Members Pat and Gary Schweitzer and
Dianne Holland staffed the tables helping people
explore their Scottish roots. Jeff Forbes and John
Dickson were on hand throughout the day showing
people about the difference between Whisky and
Bourbon and even did their presentation. Judy Stubbs
had her table laid out showing folks about wool and
tartans. Janice Beatty and Linda Wilson were available
at the children’s table helping the little ones have fun.
Jack and Angie Bowling and Bruce Wilson set up
weapons for display and Jack brought his play castle,
figures and toy crossbows for the kids to hold a mock
battle. Marleen Bailie, Anne Marie deZeeuw and Larry
Frederiksen provided music and all members of the
Louisville Pipe Band were on hand and practicing their
piping skills all day long inside, but mostly outside
where passersby on the street could marvel at the
sounds. They even went up to the patio garden and
piped. We had so many people pass through and stay
and talk and ask questions.
And lo and behold who should appear but a Clan Hay
couple from Columbus, Ohio. Scott and Lesley Verbus.
Scott is a heavy athlete and they were on tour seeing
distilleries and wanted to spend some time with us.
Social media does pay off! We hope to see them in
Glasgow.

Then on to the IUSE International Festival. We have
been part of this college festival for many years now.
The pipe band was there as well. Judy Stubbs, Janice
Beatty, and Jane Seelig were there from the SSL and
reported a small but enthusiastic crowd. They said it
was a wonderful multicultural event. There were Irish
dancers and representatives from many countries from
around the world. So glad we were present and equally
as glad that there was no snow. (We remember 6”
inches of snow in a little over 1.5 hours last year.)
And the last event of the month was the longanticipated Grand Opening of the Celtic Pig restaurant
on April 19-20. Sam Bracken and Melissa Ingram have
waited a long time to get their venture up and running.
And what a venue it is. We were treated to a wonderful
feast with scrumptious food and a right fine toast to the
Haggis, piped in by Marleen Bailie and Pat Benningfield.
Here are some of the quotes from SSL members who
attend the Friday evening festivities:

 Pat S. - “All the food was superb. However, I can’t






Several others who came that day also came to the
monthly SSL April general meeting and became
members. So, we must have made a fairly good
impression. Very happy to see them again.
We had a marvelous day there and look forward to
more collaborations with the wonderful people at the
Frazier. Thanks go out to Mick Sullivan and his crew
who made everything easy for us and waited on us hand
and foot.
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say enough about the salad and that dressing! All I
needed was a straw. Great atmosphere and while
the food was spectacular, it would also be a great
place to just sit and have a beer. Casual elegance.”
Janice B. - “We enjoyed everything! Atmosphere,
decor, food, wine, wait staff, was great.”
Jean and Jim H. - “Had no preconceived idea of what
to expect and were totally overwhelmed!”
The food was way beyond our expectations.
Jenny D. - “Tonight I got to experience something
unusual...someone’s dream coming to tangible
reality. CONGRATULATIONS, Sam Bracken and
Melissa Ingram, on the opening of your dream-come
-true, the Celtic Pig. The food, drink, and ambiance
were wonderful. The vibe was not something we’ll
find anywhere else. It was like being in someone’s
big, comfortable home. John and I wish you every
joy and success!”

 Robbin G.- “We are so excited to finally see this
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place open.

It has such a homey feel with the
(Continued on page 6)
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fireplace and couches. I LOVED the scrumptious
food. I am very much looking forward to going back
again.”
 John O’D. - “Where friends and family meet for a
good meal when they can't be at home...but it feels
like it.”
 “Happiness is a great meal shared with others in a
friends place.”
And with those sweet words, I will close, and remind
you to be sure to catch the next general SSL meeting in
May when we are treated to Scottish Trivia with Jim
Hughes and Archie Cunningham.
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Membership Update
Annie Rivers reported
Visitors: Dottie Coleman, Nancy Dotson and
James Eiler.
Membership as of April:
New members: Alice Bratcher, Jim and
Debby Pope

Peace to all. Love people.
Robbin Goodin

SCOTLAND FACTS
1. Ben Nevis is the tallest Mountain in Scotland

70

Family Memberships

44

Individual Memberships

31

Lifetime Memberships

145

Members Paid

INSTALLATION OF
OFFICERS

and Great Britain at 4,413 ft.
2. The river Tay is the longest river in Scotland at
about 117 miles long.
3. The national animal of Scotland is the Unicorn.

President-Bruce Wilson
Vice-President-Jim Hughes
Secretary-Linda Wilson
Treasurer-Cheri Eskridge

4. Kelpies refer to a mythical water horse.
5. Alba is Scottish Gaelic for Scotland.
6. Nova Scotia is Latin for New Scotland.

7. Curling stones are made of granite.
8. There are over 550 golf courses in Scotland.
9. There are more sheep in Scotland than people.
10.

Also three new team members on the
Heritage Committee are:

Gaelic for whisky is Uisge Beatha which

Archie Cunningham
Laura Doll
Jane Seelig

translates to the “Water of Life”.
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Cheri Eskridge
Treasurer

© Scottish Society of Louisville

Bruce

Jim

Linda
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New Members of the Heritage Fund

Jane Seelig

Archie
Cunningham
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Commissioners At Large

Laura Doll

Diane Holland

Jane Seelig

Past President and New Commissioners

Jeff Forbes
Past
President

Annie Rivers
Membership
Commissioner

Damien Burns
Electronic/
Web Site
Commissioner

Robbin Goodin
Program &
Education
Commissioner
and
Regional Celtic
Commissioner

Melissa Ingram
Hospitality
Commissioner

John Moffett
Communications
Commissioner

Two new commissioner positions:
Electronic/Web Site Commissioner shall devise and conduct programs that include, but are not limited to: Website
design and management, eMail communication, Coordinating electronic publications, and Electronic social
Networks.
Communications Commissioner shall solicit, edit, and publish articles of interest to the Society. The Communications
Commissioner shall determine the appropriateness of articles, and maintain the newsletter in good legal standing.
The newsletter shall contain a calendar of events, current articles of interest, news from other Celtic organizations
and articles and photographs of programs and events that we have recently attended.
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MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL
Annual Dues
Due Date April 1, 2019
It’s that time again to renew your membership to the Scottish Society of Louisville.
The fees haven’t changed
Single Membership $24.00
Family Membership $36.00
Single Life Membership $240
Family Life Membership $360
Renew Online Or Mail Your Check to:
Make checks out to Scottish Society of Louisville

Online Brochure and Membership
Application
Click Here to Download

Annual
Dues
April 1
Click Here

Don’t Snooze!
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 At the Frazier—Tartan Day
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Tartan
Tartan
Day at
Day
the
atFrazier
the Frazier
History
History
Museum.
Museum
 Scott
RalphVerbus
Bowling&&Jack
Weapons
Bowling — Weapons.
 Jeff Forbes —
& Pat
PatSchweitzer
Schweitzer—
& Scottish Attire KY
& KY
Tartan
Tartan.
 John Dickson
Dickson—the
& Edyth
“Recipe”
Wheeler
Bourbon
& Famand
—Bourbon
Scotch and Scotch.
 Dianne Holland —helping
helping to to
find
find
a Clan
a Clan
onon
thethe
Map
Scotland Map.
 Judy
HudyStubbs
Stubbs&&Janice
JaniceBeatty
Beattywith Davin Geary (her Grandson).
 All about Pipe and Drum—Louisville Pipe Band.
Band
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 Anne Marie deZeeuw & Marleen Bailie—Pipe
& Drum.
 Judy Stubbs showing wool to visitors.
 Janice Beatty & Linda Wilson—Come join us?
 Scott & Leslie Verbus — Clan Hay.
 There’s an attack on the Castle! Take cover.
 Angie Bowling re-loading the crossbow.

© Scottish Society of Louisville
All Photos By Robbin Goodin
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Fun, Food, and Friends

Open
All Photos by Jefferson Moore

Jacob & Kat Meyers

Robbin Goodin & Janice Beatty

Scottish Society Members
— 12 —
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Congrats to Sam and Melissa
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②

© Scottish Society of Louisville
Photo By Jefferson Moore

③
© Scottish Society of Louisville
Photo By Jenny Dickson

The Celtic Pig Grand Opening is a reward that is
anchored in
passion,
dedication, and
determination. Starting out as amateur BBQ
team in 2014 cooking on a smoker built from
© Scottish Society of Louisville
recycled components, an old trailer frame, a
Photo By Jenny Dickson
used propane tank and a vintage wood stove
began their success. In 2015 after winning a
few trophies and receiving enthusiastic reviews
 (L to R) Jacob Meyers, Sam Bracken, Melissa Ingram,
② (L to R) Sam Bracken, Dr. Sam Bracken Jr (Dad), Barbara Sexton from patrons took their food to the street
selling BBQ straight off the smoker in a tent
③ (L to R) Jim and Jean Hughes; Barbara Sexton, Council Women;
along the roadside. As their popularity and
and Jenny and John Dickson
demand grew they moved into a food truck and
expanded their menu to include Scottish and Irish favorites. The Celtic Pig food truck could be seen at regional
Scottish Events, Festivals and Games (like the Glasgow Highland Games and Indianapolis Scottish Festival). In April
2019 a permanent location was established -The Celtic Pig restaurant and pub. Located on 217 East Main St., Suite
104, Louisville, KY 40202. Telephone: 502-216-9184 The menu was once again expanded adding more Celtic dishes
along with a variety of Southern comfort foods, home made desserts, adult beverages, and more. Their love for good
food was born in their mothers’ and grandmother’s kitchens, they strive to create a dining experience that will
remind you of home using fresh, local ingredients and warm, friendly services. All this in an historic building
furnished with repurposed furniture, décor, and table settings. Please visit their new location and enjoy the evening.
https://www.celticpig.com/
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Gary Schweitzer, Holley Holland And Robbin Goodin

Pat Benningfield and Marleen Bailie
All Photos by Jefferson Moore

Jacob Meyers

Louisville Scottish Society Members
— 14 —

The Scottish Society of Louisville

May 2019

Volume XXII Issue 5

© Scottish Society of Louisville
Photo By Judy Stubbs
Lighter Than Air! These dancers are graceful and energeticyet still having fun. The visitors to the International Festival
were treated to members of the Ryan Academy of Irish
Dance who performed live on the dance floor. SSL Members
were there too!

Janice Beatty And Jane Seelig
© Scottish Society of Louisville
Photo by Judy Stubbs

Judy Stubbs
© Scottish Society of Louisville
Photo by Jane Seelig
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Anne Marie deZeeuw &
Marleen Bailie (Louisville Pipe Band)
© Scottish Society of Louisville
Photo by Judy Stubbs
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
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Thursday

2

Friday

3

Saturday

4
145th Running
of Kentucky
Derby

Ron Kemper

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

13

14

15

16

17

18

Cinco de
Mayo

12

7:00 PM
SSL Board
Meeting

Mark Robinson
Mother’s Day

19

26

Kathy
Kessinger

Armed Forces
Day

Christian
Kreipke

20

27
Memorial
Day

21

22

Annie Rivers

Carl Kramer
Doris Wyzard

28

29

7:00 PM
SSL General
Mtg

23

24

30

31

25

Cathy Carroll
Glasgow Highland Games
May 31-June2

“SCOTTISH
TRIVIA”

May Birthdays
2-Ron Kemper

14-Christian Kreipke

21-Annie Rivers

22-Doris Wyzard

12-Mark Robinson

16-Kathy Kessinger

22-Carl Kramer

29-Cathy Carroll

Is your name is missing from our birthday list? Contact Jim Hughes at membership@scotsoflou.com to have your date added.
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Tuesday

Wednesday
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Thursday

Friday

Caroline Trego

2

Saturday

1
Glasgow
Highland
Games

3

4

5

6

7

8

10

11

12

13

14

15

7:00 PM
SSL Board
Meeting

Carson Smith

18

19

Glasgow
Highland
Games

9
Barbara
Spaulding
David Rummler

16

17

Flag Day

20

Father’s Day

23

Barbara Ford
June Wallace

21Roger Bain 22
Peter Esch
Summer
Solstice

24
Cathy GrayConnors

25

7:00 PM
SSL General Mtg

26

27

28

29

Janet Abell

“Skye High”

Rob Forbes

30

June Birthdays
1-Caroline Trego

12-Carson Smith

21-Roger Bain

9-Barbara Spaulding

15-Barbara Ford

21-Peter Esch

9-David Rummler

15-June Wallace

24-Cathy Gray-Connors

28-Janet Abell

Is your name is missing from our birthday list? Contact Jim Hughes at membership@scotsoflou.com to have your date added.
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Copyright Beninjam200 (Own work) and licensed for reuse under CC BY-SA 4.0
By John W. Moffett
The massive and majestic Horse Head Sculptures rise above the surrounding canal basin. Kelpies refer to a mythical
water horse. These are sculptured after the Clydesdale horses by Andy Scott and stand 30 meters high, that is almost
100 feet tall! They are composed of a structural steel frame with stainless steel cladding and weigh a modest 300
tons each. The horse heads are hollow inside. They were completed in October of 2013 and are visible from the A-9

Highway seen by thousands of people every day. As our motor coach drove from Moffat to Sterling Castle to attend
the reenactment of the Battle of Bannockburn on its 700th anniversary (2014), we could see the horse heads from
miles away. They are awesome and I can’t wait for the next trip to Scotland to visit this tribute and recognition of
the value of the horse in Scotland’s history. They are located at the Forth and Clyde Canal Extension near River
Carron in The Helix Park. This canal extension reconnects the Forth and Clyde Canal with the River Forth and
improves navigation between East and West Scotland. Also nearby is the Falkirk Wheel (a rotating boat lift). I can
see visiting both sites would be an all-day affair. I recently saw a photo of the Kelpies in Scotland Magazine and
thought this would be a good way to start a tribute to the Horses in Kentucky since the riding of the Kentucky Derby
started 145 years ago.
— 18 —
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EVENTS AT A GLANCE
5/14/2019

7:00 PM SSL Board Meeting

5/28/2019

7:00 PM SSL General Meeting – “Scottish Trivia,” Jim Hughes and Archie Cunningham

5/31 - 6/02/2019

“Glasgow Highland Games and Festival,” Barren River State Resort Park, Lucas, Kentucky

6/11/2019

7:00 PM SSL Board Meeting

6/25/2019

7:00 PM SSL General Meeting – “Skye High,” Robert Forbes hikes through the Isle of Skye

06/27/2019

Knights of St. Andrew Open Knighting Ceremony at Scottish Rite Temple. Dinner begins at
6:30 pm Scottish Society Members are invited to attend and participate in Flag Ceremony.

7/09/2019

7:00 PM SSL Board Meeting

7/23/2019

7:00 PM SSL General Meeting – “Scotch Tasting at the Celtic Pig”

8/13/2019

7:00 PM SSL Board Meeting

8/27/2019

7:00 PM SSL General Meeting – “Tartans and Tartan History,” Judy Stubbs

8/30 – 9/2/2019

“Worldfest on the Belvedere”

9/7 & 8/2019

“Columbus Scottish Games and Festival”, Columbus, Indiana

9/10/2019

7:00 PM SSL Board Meeting

9/24/2019

7:00 PM SSL General Meeting – “Samuel Seabury”, John Dickson

10/08/2019

7:00 PM SSL Board Meeting

10/19/2019

Kentucky Louisville Genealogical Society Seminar and Book. Visit their website at https://
kygs.org for more information

10/22/2019

7:00 PM SSL General Meeting – “Halloween Stories”, Scott Robinson

10/26/2019

6:00-11:30 pm Masquerade Mystique Gala, Scottish Rite Temple, 200 E. Grey St., Louisville

10/27/2019

“Kirking” – 10:45 a.m. at the Okolona Presbyterian Church, 8015 Shepherdsville Road, Louisville.

11/10/2019

“Kirking” – 10:00 a.m., St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 1015 East Main Street, New Albany,
Indiana

11/12/2019

7:00 PM SSL Board Meeting

11/26/2019

7:00 PM SSL General Meeting – “Dinner and Auction”
NO MEETINGS IN DECEMBER
— 19 —
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Future Event

Knight’s of St. Andrew Open Knighting Ceremony
Thursday, June 27, 2019
Dinner at 6:30 pm and Ceremony at 7:30 pm

When: Thursday, June 27, 2019
Where: Scottish Rite Temple, 200 E Gray St, Louisville, KY 40202
Time: Dinner at 6:30 pm and Ceremony at 7:30 pm
Tom Harper (Knight Commander) invites representatives from the Scottish
Society of Louisville to join them for dinner and march in the Tartans. Music
by Louisville Pipe Band.

Mark your calendars today.
For more information and sign up contact

Robbin Goodin (502) 894-8863
A head count of attendees is needed for the kitchen crew.

Future Event

October 19, 2019 8:30 am –4:45 pm

Seminar Lectures
Autosomal DNA: Discovering Your Ancestors In You
Creating and Utilizing Genetic Networks in Your Research
Genetic Genealogy Case Studies
Law Enforcement and Genetic Genealogy
Early Registration (Register by April 30)—Members $55 Non Members $65
Lunch Included—limited to 300 people.
Holiday Inn Louisville East - Hurstbourne
1325 South Hurstbourne
Louisville, KY 40222

— 20 —

See website for more info

https://kylgs.org/
Contact Jane Seelig for more info
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Family Links
Kentucky Tartan

Photo Public Domain

Beginners Level

correspond with the given place of residence for the
ancestors. These scenarios are very common for most
areas before the coming of urbanization.

Solving the Mystery of the
Missing Ancestor
By Bryan L. Mulcahy
It has been said that genealogy is the second most
popular hobby in the United States. This popularity cuts
across all age and ethnic groups. Research “brick walls”
become unique challenges that inspire determination.
One of the most common issues involves looking for an
ancestor or family that is supposed to be in a specific
locality. This can be especially interesting if the person
or family lived near a county boundary line.
When searching for ancestors, always begin the process
in the place of residence where the facts indicate the
individual was supposed to be. If they don’t appear in
the area, the next step involves widening the search
area. Boundary lines of towns, cities, and counties have
changed throughout time. Limiting the geographical
extent of the search for records can be a mistake. This
applies to research throughout the world, thus making
the use of historical maps and gazetteers for localities of
research so important.
Given the limited transportation options historically in
many areas, it may initially surprise us if we discover
that a family attended a church, school, or worked on a
farm or factory 5-10 miles from their home, or met their
spouse in an adjacent county. Depending on the roads
existing at the time, legal documents such as deeds,
wills, tax payments, etc., may have been submitted at
courthouses in an adjacent county. People generally
went to the easiest courthouse to access and that was
perfectly legal in historical terms.
Keep in mind that in the early years of settlement in a
new area or region, the population may have been so
small that a single minister or priest served multiple
congregations in a large geographical setting. This
results in records for a wide geographical region
appearing in one setting which may or may not

The 25-50-75 concept is one used by many genealogists
to overcome this challenge. If the ancestor or family
doesn’t appear in the area where the facts say they
should be, draw a circle 25 miles in every direction,
including any counties in an adjacent state. Search any
counties that appear in the circle. Repeat the process if
needed for the 50 and 75 miles radius. If the search
involves Canada, the British Isles, or Europe, you would
use kilometers. The good news is that in most cases,
this solves the challenge. If the ancestor doesn’t show
up in this type of search strategy, you may need to go
back and examine the facts again.

Bryan L. Mulcahy

Intermediate/Advanced Level
How Disputes Can Benefit
Genealogical Research
By Bryan L. Mulcahy
Family and neighbor disputes are always unpleasant to
deal with. From a genealogical research perspective,
these disputes often provide significant research
benefits because they tend to leave a paper trail
especially if the issue turned into a legal matter settled
in court. If the dispute was serious enough, a law
enforcement agency such as the local police or sheriff
may have been called to intervene. Even if no arrest
was made, a police report was usually generated.
Family disputes can be especially emotional. Many
researchers who find old correspondence often discover
intimate details of relationships that caused splits within
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the family itself or feuds with neighbors. In some cases,
the splits or feuds may have turned violent or led to
permanent estrangement. In modern times, one hears
jokes made about the Hatfield’s vs McCoy's feud but
from a historical context, it was no joke!

Volume XXII Issue 5

indirectly involved. Governmental correspondence may
include information on complaints against the entity
over damages to crops, lack of support for settlements,
roads, unpaid wages, or incompetent civil servants and
how their conduct impacted the person or family which
led to the dispute or legal action.

Bryan L. Mulcahy
Besides family and neighbors, disputes may have
involved a local business, business associates,
employers,
churches,
schools,
hospitals,
or
governmental entity whether it be on the local, state, or
federal level. Disputes fitting these examples usually
lead to hiring attorneys and generating court records.
The most common records generated include land
records, civil and criminal court proceedings, probate
records, and correspondence from attorneys and
governmental entities.
Land records may document long, drawn out arguments
between neighbors or others over boundaries and/or
ownership. Additional problems such as the perceived
quality of the land, lack of, or poorly done surveys, or
difficulty in determining proper documentation would
also generate legal problems. Sometimes these records
include detailed testimonials from neighbors, relatives,
business associates, etc., supporting the claims of
disputants, and detailed accounts of relationships
between the various parties.
Civil court records may shed light on lawsuits filed
against individuals for a variety of claims. For example,
if they were a business owner or merchant, there may
be litigation over unpaid accounts, defective work, or
related issues. Probate records can reveal many
beneficial clues. If an ancestor died intestate (without a
will), or if they had a will that the heirs contested, the
probate court will have documentation of the process of
settling the estate, lists of creditors, heirs, and
statements from anyone applying to administer the
estate based on their relationship to the deceased.
Criminal court proceedings may provide detailed
information on offenses and testimony from witnesses,
which may include family members.
Correspondence from attorneys and governmental
agencies may provide a variety of clues. Examples may
include the nature or summations of accusations,
questions pertaining to specifics in the case or dispute,
name the court where the proceedings took place, case
and docket numbers, and names of people directly or

© Scottish Society of Louisville
Photo by Richard B. Moffett (2010 Scotland)
The national flower of Scotland, the Thistle. A frail and
delicate pink-purple flower that is beautiful and is as
soft as a horse's muzzle to touch. But, that’s about all
the positives. It is covered with sticky-sharp thorns, it
grows everywhere, it has a strong hold on the ground it
occupies, and is persistently stubborn to remove,
defying all efforts to kill it. It is these characteristics that
make it a perfect symbol for Scotland and its people. It’s
both pretty to look at and grows hearty in spite of its
chosen soil. In fact, I’ve seen thistle growing in cracks in
rocks. And, if you every step on one bare-foot you’ll
remember the pain for a long, long time.
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Information For Our New Members
Welcome to our new members. Coming into a new group can be a little scary, but know that if you have any questions,
just ask. The people in the SSL are some of the friendliest you would ever want to meet. Here is a little bit of information
to get you started:








Read the newsletter and the website. All upcoming events will be listed both places. If you want more information,
you can contact any of the board members. Their information is found on the last page of this newsletter.
All meetings will have a business meeting, some time to socialize, and a program.
January/February brings our Burns Night Dinner. You won’t want to miss that. There will be food, drink, raffles,
entertainment, and an all-around good time.
May starts our “Event” season. The Society sets up a booth at many local and state Scottish and Celtic events, and
even a couple of out-of-state events. Don’t be afraid. Jump on in and help us in our booth. It’s not hard, and
everyone will help. It is a great way to get to know some of the members
November is a really fun meeting. We have a potluck dinner and an auction. Members will be informed of what type
of dish to bring according to last name. The auction is so much fun. Everyone is asked to bring at least one item, if
they wish, to donate. Now, you will find that a lot of the items are things you would love to have, but some of them
… well, you just have to be there to appreciate it. Proceeds benefit the Heritage Fund, which helps promote the
study of Celtic-related “studies” by individuals.
In December, we do not have a meeting.

We hope that you will attend as many meetings as possible (hopefully all of them). We are so happy to have you as a
part of the group.

Heritage Fund
The Heritage Fund Committee is accepting applications for the dispersal of scholarship funds. The Fund helps support the
efforts of SSL members to pursue studies of the many different aspects of Celtic culture, which may include music (piping,
drumming, fiddling, etc.), art (dancing, weaving, etc.), language (Gaelic, etc.) and athletics (Highland games).
This Fund can also support a person’s interest in an educational program or project that furthers the understanding of
Scottish culture and history.
Scottish Society members in good standing can apply for funds or can sponsor non-members for scholarships.
The application form and guidelines can be picked up on the evening of the Society’s monthly meeting from the Heritage Fund
Committee Chairperson, Janice Beatty, or by e-mail at vicepresident@scotsoflou.com, or by using the online form here.
The deadlines for receipt of applications are March 31st and September 30th.

Life Membership

Find us on the Internet
You can find us on the internet in a couple of places.
Webpage: http://scotsoflou.com/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ScotsofLou
Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Scottish-Society-of
-Louisville/326984024109?ref=ts
On our Facebook page, you are welcome to add pictures
from Society events, to post/share some Scottish
history or information, or just say “hi.”

Our Society offers a Life Membership Program. You
can attain this status by paying a one-time
membership fee of 10 times the current dues rate.
At this time, a life membership for a single person
is $240. A family life membership is $360.
Please see the Commissioner of Member Services,
Jim Hughes, or email him for more details at
membership@scotsoflou.com about our memberships.
Remember,
every
new
life
member
is
acknowledged at the Burns Night Gala!
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Advertisements

www.scottishtradingcompany.com

1-877-224-8299

Top Quality Imports From Scotland
P.O. Box 68
Smithfield, KY 40068

order@Scottishtradingcompany.com

Bagpiping by Karen

Offering private bagpipe lessons, as well as
solo bagpiping for special occasions.

Karen Elise Brumley

(502) 894-8856

bagpipingbykaren@hotmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/
karen.brumley

The Louisville
Scottish Country
Dance Society
Kick up your heels. Flip up
your kilts! Partners not required!
Fun Social & Ceilidh Dancing,
Thursday Evenings, at
St. Andrew Episcopal Church

Place your ad here for
$36 per year.
Call John Dickson
at (502) 553-6921
or email him at
treasurer@scotsoflou.com

Call Paul Vice 584-4222
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Celtic Organizations in our Area
Ancient Order of Hibernians
www.louisvilleirish.com/

Indy’s Irish Fest
www.indyirishfest.com

Louisville Irish Fest
www.Louisvilleirishfest.com

The Caledonian Society of
Cincinnati
www.caledoniansociety.org

Irish Society of Kentuckiana
www.irishkyana.org

McClanahan School of Irish Dance
www.Mcclanahanirishdance.com

Kentucky Highland Renaissance
Festival
www.kyrenfaire.com

The Murray Highland Festival
www.wkyhighlandfestival.com

Columbus Scottish Festival
www.scottishfestival.org/
Central Kentucky Heritage
Society
pthdvg@email.uky.edu
Evansville St. Andrew Society
Rosemary and Deron Cowan
English Speaking Union
https://www.esuus.org/
Glasgow Highland Games
www.glasgowhighlandgames.com

Ohio Valley Celtic Society
Kentucky United Pipes and Drums Steve Thomas
(KUPD)
208 East Second St.
www.kentuckyunited.org
Madison, IN 47250
www.thomasfamilywinery.us
Louisville Fire and Rescue Pipe
Band
Scottish Society of Greater
www.lfrbagpipes.org
Bloomington
www.bloomingtonscots.org
Louisville Pipe Band
www.louisvillepipeband.org
Scottish Society of Indianapolis
www.indyscot.org

Contact our Cheer Person
If you are aware of an illness, family death, or any other such situation a member is facing, please
contact our Cheer person, Jean Hughes, by calling her at (502) 438-9811

Ongoing Events
The Louisville Pipe Band meets from 2 PM - 5 PM on Sundays at St. Andrew Episcopal Church, 2233 Woodbourne Ave,
Louisville, KY 40205. Contact the band at info@louisvillepipeband.org or visit www. louisvillepipeband.org.

The Louisville Fire & Rescue Pipes & Drums meet from 6 - 8 p.m. on Tuesday evenings at the Frazier International
History Museum, 829 West Main Street in Louisville. Contact Carolyn Cook at (502) 551-2732, or visit www.lfrbagpipes.org.

The Louisville Scottish Country Dance Society meets on Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. at St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church, 2223 Woodbourne Avenue. For information, contact Paul Vice (evenings) at (502) 584-4222.

Change of Address, and other information
Help us keep our records updated! Changes to your address, telephone, et cetera, should be sent to the Scottish
Society of Louisville, Commissioner of Member Services, P.O. Box 32248, Louisville, KY 40232, or e-mail Annie Rivers at
membership@scotsoflou.com
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